
 

 

 

Dear parents, carers and friends of BCSS, 
 

It is absolutely wonderful to have all the students back at school. Let’s hope it 

remains this way from now on. 
 

After the long weekend, things will almost be back to normal for us, as we will 

be able to move more freely and access the community with ease. 
 

There was a real feeling of excitement in the air in the Seniors when it was  

announced that their end-of-the-year camp may be able to go ahead. 
 

On Monday, we had a very productive meeting with our SRC as they  

progressively came up with some great ideas on how to continue to improve 

our school. It was great to listen to their ideas and feel their excitement for the 

future. 
 

The term is flying by and before long we will be preparing for next year.  

However, before then, there is still a lot happening around the school and we 

are all thrilled to be getting on with it. 
 

Even though restrictions are easing it is important for us to remain vigilant and 

careful in regard to Covid-19 prevention. We would like to thank you for your 

cooperation and ongoing support with this. 
 

Until next time, let’s enjoy this lovely weather and get out and explore this  

wonderful region we live in. 
 

Take care, 
 

Rob and Caroline 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Friday, October 29—Halloween Dress Up Day 

Monday, November 1—Student-Free Day 

Tuesday, November 2—Melbourne Cup Day 
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Last  week, our  class focused on the  
letter-sound /j/. There was a lot of interest in 
the craft activity, creating ‘Jack the Jellyfish’ 
with drawing materials and wispy cellophane  
tentacles. The students also made jiggly jelly, 
sang songs about jellyfish and monkeys jumping on 
the bed and were captivated by the jolly story, 
‘Walking Through the Jungle.’ 
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Room 8 is happy to be back together at school, catching up with 

each other and sharing stories about the long break.  

We have been working on lots of different things in our classroom 

including different types of writing, spelling, literacy, numeracy 

and science.  

We have been studying the lifecycle of a frog and lots of different 

hands-on activities in the beautiful sunshine.  

We have also been working with room 1 to practise our teamwork 
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Introducing KELLY LUCAS  

BCSS Mental Health Practitioner 
 

Our school is excited to be part of the Mental Health Practitioners in Specialist Schools initiative. This 

initiative supported our school to recruit a mental health practitioner.  
 

The mental health practitioner role provides an additional resource to the school's existing wellbeing 

team and includes: 

• contributing to whole-school approaches to mental health prevention and promotion 

• provision of direct counselling support to students and other early intervention services 

• coordination of supports for students with more complex needs 
 

Mental health practitioners provide short term intervention for students with mild to moderate mental 

health needs and liaise with the relevant internal and external services where students need more  

intensive support. Informed consent is sought before commencing intervention services. 
 

We are excited to have Kelly Lucas as our Mental Health Practitioner who will make a positive  

contribution to supporting student wellbeing. Kelly works at Bass Coast Specialist School on Tuesdays. 

Students and parents are advised to contact their classroom teacher or Caroline Sibly if they would like 

to discuss their suitability to engage with the service.  
 

Please note, referral and consent forms will be required prior to service commencement. Mental health 

practitioners are school-based roles who work flexibly, based on the needs and priorities of their 

school and students. 
 

For more information on the Mental Health Practitioners in Specialist Schools initiative see the  

Department website. 



Page 8 

BASS COAST SS NEWS 

 
   Suite 2 Level 1, 6 – 8 Grey Street Traralgon 3844 

   Ph (03) 5175 0444 

 

Do you need support for the Disability Royal Commission? 
 
Do you have a disability? Has someone hurt you physically, treated you badly or taken advantage of you?  

 

 

 

 

If you answer “yes” to these  

questions, you might need advocacy support.  

 

It’s free, independent, and  

confidential. 
 

 

 

 

An advocate can help a person with disability to: 

• understand how to tell their story to the Disability Royal Commission 

• work out problems or avoid discriminatory issues 

• find communication supports such as interpreters 

• access supports such as legal or financial services related to the Disability Royal Commission. 
 

For more information about the work of the Disability Royal Commission, including attending public hearings or 

making a submission call 1800 517 199 or visit https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/  
 

To speak to our advocate about telling your story to the Disability Royal Commission, call Kristin Nuske: 

0477 727 845   OR email: kristinnuske@gdai.org.au 

Arch of Strengths 
 

As October is Mental Health Month, we 

have been encouraging students to see and 

acknowledge their strengths.  

Bringing out and celebrating strengths  

fosters resilience, positive self-worth, and 

confidence. 

https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/


Page 9 

NEWSLETTER NO.  15 



Page 10 

BASS COAST SS NEWS 

 Privacy Collection Statement  
 

Information for parents and carers  

During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your 
child’s personal and health information when necessary to educate your child, or to support 
your child’s social and emotional wellbeing or health in the school context. Such information 
will also be collected when required to fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care,  
anti-discrimination law, occupational health and safety law, and child wellbeing and safety law. 
If that information is not collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal education or 
support to your child, or fulfil those legal obligations.  

For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare 
officer or wellbeing staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health service at school, 
such as a Student Support Services officer, the required consent will be obtained. Our school 
also collects information provided by parents and carers through the School Entrance Health 
Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early Childhood Intervention Service (ECIS) Transition Form.  

Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect and 
manage information about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent  
communication and engagement; student administration; and school management purposes. 
When our school uses these online tools, we take steps to ensure that your child’s information 
is secure. If you have any concerns about the use of these online tools, please contact us.  

School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who 
need to know to enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal obligation. 
Information will only be shared outside the Department of Education and Training as required 
or authorised by law, including where sharing is required in order for the Department of  
Education and Training to meet its duty of care, anti-discrimination, occupational health and 
safety, and child wellbeing and safety obligations. The information collected will not be  
disclosed beyond the Department of Education and Training without your consent, unless such 
disclosure is lawful.  

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health  
information about that student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this  
information is in the best interests of our students and assists that next school to provide the 
best possible education and support to students.  

In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside 
of the Department of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for such  
disclosures unless the disclosure is allowed or mandated by law.  

Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and 
health information, all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more  
information about privacy including about how to access personal and health information held 
by the school about you your child, see our school’s privacy or policy: https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx  

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, 
youth workers, social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other 
staff at our school. This also includes employees, agents and service providers (contractors) of 
the Department, whether paid or unpaid.  



 

 

 

 

 

Understanding Your Teenager’s  

Behaviours 

A  Parent Building Solutions single  
session 

 

Noah’s Ark’s Strengthening Parent Support Program is pleased to partner 

with Anglicare’s ParentZone 

 

Are you a parent/carer of a teenager with a developmental delay or disability? 

Do you want to understand why some behaviours occur? 

Would you like to learn strategies to better support your teenager with understanding 

and managing their behaviour? 

Would you like to learn communication skills for those difficult conversations? 

Would you like to continue to stay connected with your teen as they learn independence? 
 

Come along to this free session to learn strategies, share stories and take some time out for 

you. 
 

Date: Wednesday 24th of November 

2021 Time: 10.30am - 12.30pm 

Location: TBA (Latrobe Valley region, or online pending current  

restrictions) Cost: FREE, bookings essential. 

 

For bookings & enquiries contact: 
 

Kylie - Strengthening Parent Support Program Coordinator, 

Noh’s Ark on 0476 578 673  

                     or                                                                           

email: kylie.lewis@noahsarkinc.org.au 
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Phone: 03 5672 4474 

Fax: 03 5672 4473 

bass.coast.ss@education.vic.gov.au 

BASS COAST SPECIALIST SCHOOL 

Our goal is to educate our students to communicate, be kind, be safe and be lifelong 

learners. 
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Our goal is to educate our students to communicate, be kind,          

be safe and be lifelong learners. 

W E ’R E  O N  TH E  WE B !  

WWW . B ASSCOAST SS .VIC . ED U . AU  

6 McKenzie Street 

PO Box 640 

Wonthaggi VIC 3995 
 

PH: 03 5672 4474 

EMAIL: 

bass.coast.ss@education.vic.gov.au 

Have you “liked” our Bass 

Coast Specialist School  

Facebook page? 

 

We also have a private  

group for staff, parents &  

legal guardians to share  

stories and photos of the 

students in a private forum. 

 

Just search for                

BCSS Parents & Guardians 

NOTES FROM 

THE OFFICE 
 

ATTENTION ALL BUS 

TRAVELLERS  

COWES BUS 

0439 141 538 

DRIVER: Wayne     CHAPERONE: Cathy 

GRANTVILLE/CORINELLA BUS 

0447 913 555 

DRIVER: Jess     CHAPERON: Vicky 

INVERLOCH BUS 

0400 695 720 

DRIVER: Phil    CHAPERONE: Robyn 

 

Please contact the school directly  

5672 4474 to make any changes to your 

bus arrangements. 


